Connections
September 2022
IS PASTOR JOAN THE DAWN OF A NEW BETHANY?
The arrival of Pastor Joan Wittrock is not the dawn of a new era at Bethany. The Covid epidemic and the
changes it forced us to make marked the start of our new era. Many of us sensed that a new era was
coming, but Covid forced us to act – To take a leap of faith.
Pastor Joan comes to us to be a catalyst, a source of keener insights, an additional worker, and a source
of joy and laughter. She will not walk on water (or even stop the water that sneaks into the church
basement after a downpour).
She will do some things that you may not agree with and say some things you do not like. You just need
to have the courage to talk to her when that happens.
We are a people wandering in the wilderness of life – and we have Called Pastor Joan to help us
with our journey.
Welcome to Bethany Pastor Joan.
WHAT IS A CHURCH?
What is a church?
A people gathered by God
through the means of grace
(Word and sacrament),
to be equipped to carry out
God’s mission in the world.
The church is a community
of the called and sent,
empowered by the Holy Spirit
for the doing of good works,
seeking after justice,
and acting with mercy,
who live by grace and with grace
in the world God loves so dearly.

Read this through completely. Then read it one line at a time and pause to think about what that line is
saying before reading the next line
SUNDAY SCHOOL
With the beginning of the school year comes Sunday School! The FIRST DAY of Sunday School will be
October 2nd! We are looking for a few volunteers to teach or help with the Sunday school planning
team. If any adults or confirmed students are interested, please reach out to Teresa Ellerman
(teresaellerman18@gmail.com or 815-520-4976) or Tina Miles (miles_t@afasd.net or 608-548-4263).
Sunday school is for 1 hour before church, and the teaching commitment is every other week. Stay
tuned to next month’s newsletter for more information!
701 Grove Street Mauston, Wisconsin * 608-847-6690 * www.bethanymauston.com

2

THANK YOU’S
Dear Bethany Lutheran Church, I am beyond honored to have been chosen
as a recipient of the Bethany Lutheran Scholarship. Thank you for your
generosity. It has allowed me to enter college without the financial stress,
allowing me to focus more on my education and getting involved within
the community. I appreciate this opportunity, thank you again!
Sincerely, Calista Coller.
Thank you Bethany for all the blessings, cards and for taking the time to stay for the coffee hour in
honor of our 70th wedding anniversary. We have been blessed to be members of Bethany for 69
years! Blessings and love, Harlow and Audrey Gierhart.
WHAT DOES THE LORD REQUIRE? MORE COWBELL!
Micah 6:8 says: “What does the Lord require of you? To do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with your God.” Recently, someone added “More cowbell.”
The more cowbell reference comes from a famous Saturday Night Live (SNL) skit where a rock band is
recording a hit song. The producer keeps stopping them and insisting “it’s gotta have more cowbell”.
Vance Morgan writes: “What does “gotta have more cowbell” mean outside the confines of the SNL
skit? Probably something different to each of us. Whenever some important ingredient is missing but
you don’t know what it is, you need more cowbell. Having a bad day at work? You need more cowbell.
Stuck in bumper-to-bumper traffic? Gotta have more cowbell. Your kids are on drugs and your spouse
just walked out? You need more cowbell. For me, “more cowbell” reminds me to lighten up, to remember that no matter how deadly serious the issue or situation seems to be, it isn’t deadly serious.”
So in our lives here at Bethany, we need to maintain a sense of humor and perspective. We just gotta
have more cowbell.
“I HAVE TO DO SOMETHING POSITIVE”
Slava Medvedenko played alongside Shaquille O'Neal and Kobe
Bryant, winning back-to-back championships with the Los Angeles
Lakers in the early 2000s. He's got two rings to show for it. They
mean a lot to him - A lot!
But he put his two championship rings up for auction.
Medvedenko said 100% of the money from the auction will go to
his Fly High Foundation, "to help kids, to send them from the east
of Ukraine, to move them in a safe place." Once the war is over, Medvedenko said his foundation will
"rebuild and fix sport gyms in schools because 100 schools [have been] totally destroyed."
"I just recognized I can die in an instant," Medvedenko said of why he decided to part with his
rings. "These rings will just sit in a safe - it cannot help me. I have to do something positive."
What are the things in my life that I worked hard for and cherish, that I embrace tightly? Are they just
“sitting in a safe?” What could I let go of that will allow me to accomplish great good in my world?
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Finance & Property Committee:
The F&P Committee met on August 9, 2022. The Committee approved mission support of $500 to the
LaCrosse Synod/ELCA, $65 to Lutheran Social Services and $60 to the Mauston Food Pantry.
The Committee approved the designation of the handicapped accessible restrooms as unisex bathrooms. Signage will be obtained to indicate the change.
The Committee approved the purchase of smoke detectors for the Church. Once the smoke detectors
are installed, we will obtain a sensor from our insurance provider at no cost, which will notify designated individuals and the fire department when a smoke detector alarm goes off. The committee felt this
was a good idea because of the amount of time there is nobody in the Church.
The Committee made a motion to dispose of an old freezer and grill that are in the storage shed behind the Church. These are in poor condition and taking up space in the shed. The Committee will look
into purchasing a gas grill for the Church during the end of the season clearance sales.
The next F & P Meeting will be on Tuesday, September 6th.
Executive Committee: September 1, 2022 Pastor Joan Wittrock will start. Preparations were discussed of what was needed to do before Pastor Joan’s arrival.
Faith Development: they’re looking for volunteers for Sunday School.
Hospitality Committee: they’re working on the Gierhart 70th anniversary coffee hour. Also, they’re
partnering with the Stewardship Committee on the August 21st Drive Thru Dinner.
Worship Committee:
 for now, only two ushers will be used for communion.
 discussed what to do if Covid moves to the “critical” phase. If the “critical” rating is reached, the
current plan is to continue with in-person worship and require masks. There is always the option to
worship virtually.
 they will work with Pastor Joan on coordinating her preferences on the liturgy .
 the virtual service audio is sometimes out of sync with access via Facebook or YouTube. Dick researched upgrades for recording and it is very expensive and will need additional trained volunteers.
 will continue to adjust the microphones so there is no feedback.
Nomination Committee: they’re working to fill positions for 2023-2024 and having great success. People seem to have gotten the message about having to get involved if they want Bethany to survive.
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Happy birthday to…
Alyssa Holzberger
Russell Emery Jr.
Brenon Deitz
Ashley Tabbert
Jessica Kastner-Cox
Atley Pufahl
Taylor Bollig
Gary Jensen
Bowdyn Pokorney
Danielle Knutson
Sadie Tabbert
Reece Gray
Amber Deitz
Anne Miles
Shane Schiller
Lindsi Hagen
Michael Voltz
Pamela Bagnowski
Tanya Kennedy
Mary Pirwitz
Jim Muchenberger
Nancy Williams
Madeline Kennedy
Ed Rogers Jr.
Sally Luehman
Avery Chavez
Ally Fenner
Maddie Brandau
Barbara Handrich
Joshua Bell
Ronald Engevold
Marge Hoffmann
Ruth Pfaff

09/01
09/02
09/03
09/03
09/04
09/05
09/06
09/06
09/06
09/07
09/08
09/10
09/10
09/11
09/12
09/14
09/14
09/14
09/15
09/15
09/15
09/18
09/20
09/20
09/20
09/20
09/21
09/22
09/22
09/22
09/23
09/23
09/24

Carol Purvis
Aubrey McCluskey
Linda Bohnert
Paul Huebner
Malena Anderson
Robert Allen
Joseph Bagnowski
Susan Midthun
Tina Miles

09/25
09/26
09/27
09/28
09/29
09/30
09/30
09/30
09/30

Happy anniversary to…
Jerry & Lis Schroeder
Karen & Larry Fritz
Christopher & Mindy Flint
David & Terry Broske
Jon & Nancy Williams
Tim & Dawn Seebecker
Mike & Barb Klein
Nichole & Zach Preuss
Paul & Deb Zaidel
Brian & Rebecca Colwell

09/01
09/03
09/07
09/08
09/12
09/14
09/14
09/14
09/20
09/28

Please know that the office does not have every
member’s information. Please contact the office
with corrections and updates.
Thank you for your understanding, patience,
and help in keeping our records up to date!
608-847-6690
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Doreen Coller, LaVera Miller, Dianne Peterson, Ken Plants, Terry Prescott, Donna
Christensen, Dennis Stark, Bill Voltz, Ray Feldman, the Dillin family, and the people of
Ukraine.
~~

Please call the church office, 608-847-6690, if you know of someone who needs to be
added to our prayer list or with any Pastoral Care needs/requests. This list is different than
our prayer chain.
Bethany’s Prayer Chain Coordinator is Audrey Gierhart
(608-847-4106).
If you have an urgent prayer request, call her to share the request.
Worship Reminders
September 4
In-Person Worship at Bethany and Worship streamed on Facebook at 9:30 AM.
Recording available later. ***Pancake Breakfast, Meet and Greet with Pastor Joan***
Lector: Barbara Handrich
Usher Captain: Roger Dutzle
September 11
In-Person Worship at Bethany and Worship streamed on Facebook at 9:30 AM.
Recording available later.
Lector: Mike Borreson
Usher Captain: David Kidd
September 18
In-Person Worship at Bethany and Worship streamed on Facebook at 9:30 AM.
Recording available later.
Lector: Rosemary Dellamuth
Usher Captain: Bill Potter
September 25
In-Person Worship at Bethany and Worship streamed on Facebook at 9:30 AM.
Recording available later. *** Pastor Joan’s Installation***
Lector: Ed Rogers
Usher Captains: Jeri Shultis & Harold Seebecker
September Altar Guild: Jerry & Lis Schroeder
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*** Giving

Cash/Check

July 3, 2022

$1,236.00

July 10, 2022

$3,241.00

July 17, 2022

$ 510.00

July 24, 2022

$1,982.00

July 31, 2022

$1,681.00

** Online Giving Total
for July 2022

$1,556.47
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*** The chart above reflects the financial counts each week from the offering and money that’s been
sent in and online donations to include: designated funds (Building, Memorial, flowers, etc) and special
projects (Ukraine, Mercy Chips, Farm, Toys for Joy, etc).
** Online donations will be reported once a month due to posting issues. Near the end/beginning of the
month the weekly amounts were not always accurate.
* The below receipts reflect money available for operating budget AFTER deducting designated giving.

Gen Fund

July 2022
Actual

July 2022
Budget

July YTD
Actual

July YTD
Budget

* Receipts

$8,677.41

$12,500.00

$78.928.77

$87,500.00

Disbursements

$7,244.12

$16,533.00

$52,590.96

$115,731.00

Church Office Hours
We at Bethany Lutheran
Church, Mauston, seek to build unity by
instilling hope through:
ENGAGING
all generations in the
practices and teaching
of Jesus,
WELCOMING
each other,
REACHING OUT
to our greater community.

The church office is open Monday –
Thursday from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Messages left on the church voicemail
are only checked during office hours. For
urgent messages and emergencies, contact Dick Pirwitz, council president, at
608-548-5982. If not immediately available, he will answer as soon as possible.
Has your contact information
changed? Be sure to let us know!
(608) 847-6690
bethanymaustonelca@gmail.com
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