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Connections 

August 2022 
Bethany has a new Pastor!!! 

Pastor Joan Wittrock 
 

We are so excited to have Pastor Joan Wittrock  
accept a call to Bethany. Many of you will remem-
ber her when she was our vicar (intern) from 2003 

to 2004 when Dan Dibbert was our pastor. We  
hated to see her go and are thrilled to have her 

back. While she was our vicar, Pastor Joan grew to 
love the Bethany congregation and the Mauston 
area. Talking to the Assistant to the Bishop, alt-

hough she was not looking for a call, she decided 
we were a great fit because she could have a less than full-time position and continue her career as a 

part-time therapist for Lutheran Social Services. 
Pastor Joan is an extrovert, and enjoys meeting people and talking with them. Getting out and being in-

volved in the community is important to her. She enjoys visiting shut-ins and plans to work with the 
Beacons to strengthen that mission. She has 17 years’ experience as a pastor. During that time, she was 

a multi-point solo pastor and a chaplain pastor.  
In addition to a Master of Divinity degree, Pastor Joan has a Master of Science in Clinical Mental Health 

Counseling and is certified for Substance Abuse Disorder Counseling.  
Pastor Joan’s position will not be full-time, but rather an 85% position* with slightly reduced total work 

hours and every 6th Sunday off. We are blessed to have several talented lay people who can capably 
lead worship and are available to fill-in on her non-work Sunday.   
She is not married and has a close relationship with her family. 

Her first day at Bethany is September 1st. 
* Pastors work 60-80 hours a week, so 85% about 51 to 68 hours a week 

A NEW PASTOR! YIKES! 

We have a new pastor!  What an exciting time! What a scary time! I am reminded of the old saying: 

“Be careful of what you wish for - You may get it.” 

Pastor Joan Wittrock brings to us caring and joy, new ideas and new energy, with the intelligence and 

imagination to be a catalyst to strengthen the congregation, our faith and our callings.   

She also brings change - and that is scary. These times don’t allow us to be passive and reactive if  we 

want to survive. Trying new things is hard. The first step or two can be difficult. Not everything will 

work as planned. Thankfully, she will work with us to help us down the paths we choose to take. 

If we are to succeed, all [for a definition of “all,” look in the closest mirror] of us will have to be in-

volved, not just the pastor and the committee members. So roll up those sleeves and hold onto your 

hats. It’s going to be a glorious wild ride. ~Dick 
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Pancake Breakfast/Pastor Joan Meet & Greet 
Please plan to join us on Sunday, September 4th, to welcome Pastor Joan back to Bethany!   

The Call Committee will be serving a pancake breakfast following worship and look  
forward to seeing you there. 

 
Please Say Yes   

We have been given a great blessing. Against all odds, while there are 14 congregations in the synod 
looking for a pastor, we have a talented, seasoned pastor coming. We have to understand, though, 

Pastor Joan is coming to work with us to revitalize the congregation, not do all the work. 
The Nominating Committee will start contacting people in August to fill vacant positions.  If we are to 
take advantage of the blessing we have been given, we have to have people working alongside Pastor 

Joan. Start thinking about what part you could play in the revitalized Bethany. 
 

Community Dinner August 21, 2022 
Our next free community dinner will be a cookout on Sunday, August 21, from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  These 
suppers are a joint effort between the Stewardship Committee and the Hospitality Committee.  They 

are part of our continued effort to reach out to our members and the community sharing the love 
Christ has shown us.  Stop on by for a freshly grilled brat or hotdog meal and spread the word to your 
friends, neighbors, and family.  Weather permitting we will set some tables up outside for those who 
wish to stay and socialize.  Members who are unable to pick up a meal may contact the church office 
at 608- 847-6690 for a delivery.  If you would like to be part of this ministry, volunteers and financial 

gifts are always needed.  You can contact Kathy Marose or Sheri Benson for more information. 
 
 

Reminder 
At Bethany Lutheran Church, we often have the opportunity to take photos and videos of our mem-

bers and guests engaged in activities.  We use such photos and videos in our publications, on our web 
site, Facebook, and in other communications that promotes our congregation.  If you do not wish to 
have your photo used in this way, you can complete the Media Opt Out Form available in the office.  

We require a signed Media Release Form be on file each year for children under the age of 18.  Names 
of children are not used when the pictures are published.  Media Release Forms are also available in 

the office for parents.   
                

Altar Guild Vacancies 
There are several Altar Guild vacancies. Please contact  RJ Rogers if you’re interested in joining  

Altar Guild. 
 

Altar Guild Training 
Altar Guild training will be offered in 2 separate sessions to accommodate as many folks as possible.  
These sessions will be held Wednesday, August 3rd at 6:00 p.m. and Sunday, August 7th following 

worship service at 10:30 a.m.  Everyone that is serving as a volunteer for Altar Guild is asked to attend 
one of these sessions.  Please RSVP to the church office to let us know which session you can attend.  

It is important that everyone comes even if you have done this for years to ensure everyone hears the 
same information.  If you have any questions about Altar Guild, would like to learn more about this 

ministry or have suggestions, please contact Kathy Marose or RJ Rogers for more information.  
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July Council Highlights 
 

Finance & Property Committee: 
 

The F & P Committee met on July 12, 2022.  The Committee approved mission support of $500 to the 
LaCrosse Synod/ELCA, $65 to Lutheran Social Services and $60 to the Mauston Food Pantry.    
 

The Committee approved a bid for landscaping and some additional drainage tile on the west side of 
the church to address the drainage and water problem in the basement. 
 

The Committee reviewed copier expenses and discussed them with staff. 
 

The Committee has asked Gray Electric to provide a bid for replacing the hallway lights and spotlights 
in the sanctuary. 
  

The next F & P Meeting will be on Tuesday, August  9th. 
 

Executive Committee: 
 

The Council reviewed the Term Pastor Covenant for Pastor Joan Wittrock. Although we felt it focused 
on conflict resolution to too great a degree, the Council unanimously voted to accept the document 
and authorized Dick Pirwitz to sign it. The impact of calling Pastor Joan on our goals, priorities, how we 
operate, and similar areas was discussed. What had to be done before she arrives and how to make a 
smooth transition was also discussed. We will need help in late August to move her to Mauston. 
 

The Faith Development Committee reported VBS will be July 24-27 at 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for chil-
dren 3 years old through 6th grade. The theme is “Treasured – Discovering You’re Priceless to God.” 
There will be a VBS pot luck on July 27th and a mini concert. 
 

The Worship Committee announced that full communion at the rail will start July 24th and so will offer-
ing plate passing. 
 

The Call Committee is planning a meet-and-greet pancake breakfast on September 4th for Pastor Joan. 
 

 

 
Bethany Band 

The Bethany Band is made up of high school students through adults who enjoy playing an instru-

ment in a band.  The rehearsals are generally one time per month on a Wednesday evening and the 

season runs from October through Easter.  We are starting to plan for our 2022-23 season so if you 

would like to be part of our group, or for more information, contact Sheri Benson at 608-562-5112. 
 

Tone Chimes 

The Tone Chime Group is open to Bethany Members who are able to read music and are interested 

in sharing music at worship services throughout the year.  Practices are coordinated with members’ 

schedules on a month to month basis.  We are starting to plan for our 2022-23 season so if you a 

re interested in joining this group, or for more information, contact Sheri Benson at 608-562-5112. 
 

Thank You 

Dear Bethany Lutheran, Thank you so much for your recent gift to Mercy Ships; it is greatly appreci-

ated! We LOVE new donors! Almost 300 surgeries have been completed in the last 4 months on 

board the Africa Mercy in Dakar, Senegal! Your gift helps that happen! God’s blessings to all the 

church!   Sincerely, Bob and Sherilyn Cook, Mercy Ships      
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Please know that the office does not have every 

member’s information. Please contact the office 

with corrections and  updates. 

 

Thank you for your understanding, patience, 

and help in keeping our records up to date! 

608-847-6690 

  

 

August birthday 
 
Sharon Pufahl   08/01 
Jacob Cafferty   08/01 
Larry Bonner   08/04 
Sean Muchenberger  08/05 
Cindy Busch   08/07 
Myra Syverson  08/10 
Izzabela Lutz   08/10 
Gayle Hempel   08/10 
Haylee Brandau  08/11 
Dale Preuss   08/12 
Paul Maki   08/14 
Mason Hess   08/14 
Christine Wiese  08/16 
Norma Smith   08/16 
Lis Schroeder   08/16 
Jessica Vodvarka  08/18 
Rowen Horton   08/18 
Penny Cannegieter  08/19 
Laura Dahlke   08/19 
Stacey Klein   08/19 
Josh Behling   08/20 
Linda Morris   08/21 
Preston Seebecker  08/21 
Alex Zoller   08/21 
Johana Horton   08/21 
Autumn Townsend  08/22 
Doreen Coller   08/23 
Baylor Holzberger  08/24 
Nolan Wilberg   08/24 
Caleb Flint   08/25 
Christine Arens  08/25 
Barbara Hoilien  08/30 
Brandis Schuh   08/30 

 

Two people were inadvertently left off the July 

Birthday list in the July newsletter: Bev Collins’ 

birthday is July 15th and Phyllis Edgerton’s birth-

day is July 25.  So sorry!! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

August anniversary  
 

Chris & Kim Pufahl  08/01 
Jerry & Christine Wiese 08/02 
Cameron & Phyllis Goetz 08/11 
Gerald & Marjo Staehling 08/14 
Tim & Sheri Benson  08/15 
Harlow & Audrey Gierhart 08/16 
Jim & Norma Miller  08/17 
Bill & Reggie Langer  08/20 
Wayne & Nancy McCullick 08/26 
Charles & Barbara Theis 08/27 
Shane & Kerri Schiller  08/28 
Rich & Gladys Radcliff  08/29 
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  In Our Prayers 
  

~~   Dawn Carter, Ron Engevold, Gary Barr, Jr, Dennis Stark,  Emery Hobleman, Dave 
Lenorud, Diane Peterson, Ken Plants, the Dillin family, and the people of Ukraine and 
those who are helping them. 

 

Please call the church office, 608-847-6690, if you know of someone who needs to be 

added to our prayer list or with any Pastoral Care needs/requests. This list is different than 

our prayer chain. 

 

Bethany’s Prayer Chain Coordinator is Audrey Gierhart  

(608-847-4106).   

If you have an urgent prayer request, call her to share the request. 

 

Worship Reminders 
 

 

August 7 

In-Person Worship at Bethany and Worship streamed on Facebook at 9:30 AM.  

Recording available later.   

Lector:  Kathy Noe 

Usher Captain:  Roger Dutzle 
 

August 14 

In-Person Worship at Bethany  and Worship streamed on Facebook at 9:30 AM.  

Recording available later.    

Lector:  Alan Abrahamson 

Usher Captain:  David Kidd 
 

August 21 

In-Person Worship at Bethany and Worship streamed on Facebook at 9:30 AM.  

Recording available later.   

Lector:  Kathy Marose 

Usher Captain:  Bill Potter  
 

August 28 

In-Person Worship at Bethany and Worship streamed on Facebook at 9:30 AM.  

Recording available later.   

Lector:  Elley Dahlke 

Usher Captains: Jeri Shultis & Harold Seebecker  
 

 

August Altar Guild: Diane Huebner & Sheri Benson 
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Has your contact information changed?   

Be sure to let us know! 

(608) 847-6690  

bethanymaustonelca@gmail.com 

We at Bethany Lutheran  

Church, Mauston, seek to build unity by  

instilling hope through: 
 

ENGAGING 

all generations in the  

practices and teaching  

of Jesus, 

 

WELCOMING 

each other, 
 

REACHING OUT 

to our greater community. 

Gen Fund 
June 2022  

Actual 

June 2022  

Budget 

June YTD    

Actual 

June YTD 

Budget 

*  Receipts $7,715.15 $12,500.00 $70,251.36 $75,000.00 

Disbursements $6,253.57 $16,536.00 $45,346.84 $99,201.00 

Church Office Hours 
 
The church office is open Monday – Thursday 
from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Messages left on 
the church voicemail are only checked during 
office hours.  For urgent messages and emer-
gencies, contact Dick Pirwitz, council president, 
at 608-548-5982.  If not immediately available, 
he will answer as soon as possible. 

***  Giving Cash/Check 

June 5, 2022 $3,196.00 

June 12, 2022 $1,550.00 

June 19, 2022 $1,206.00 

June 26, 2022 $1,236.00 

** Online Giving Total 

for June 2022 
$1,486.47 

*** The  chart above reflects the financial counts each week from the offering and money that’s been 
sent in and online donations to include: designated funds (Building, Memorial, flowers, etc) and special 
projects (Ukraine, Mercy Chips, Farm, Toys for Joy, etc). 
 

** Online donations will be reported once a month due to posting issues. Near the end/beginning of the 
month the weekly amounts were not always accurate. 
 
 

* The below receipts reflect money available for operating budget AFTER deducting designated giving.  


