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Connections 

January 2021 

    Annual Meeting Update  
 

Due to the on-going Covid-19 health emergency and 

feedback received from members after the semi-annual 

meeting, the Council passed a continuing resolution to 

postpone the January Annual Meeting because it is not 

possible to have a legal meeting safely at this time  

without disenfranchising a number of our members.    
 

At this time, the Annual Meeting is tentatively scheduled 

for Sunday, April 25th.  As that date nears, the Council 

will again review State and County Health Department 

recommendations to determine if a meeting can be held.  

If it can, we will provide written notification to all our 

members and announce it before worship on two  

consecutive Sundays, per our Constitution.  If it still is 

determined to be unsafe, we need to pass an additional 

continuing resolution to postpone again.  
 

All terms for elected positions are extended because 

new terms do not begin until after the Annual Meeting.  

Council members are able to resign if they are unable to 

serve through the extended term.  Council can then  

appoint another member to the vacant position. The  

Executive Team is contacting everyone impacted by this 

change to discuss the impact in further detail.  In the 

February Newsletter, we will print a list of Committee 

Members and Council Representatives.  
 

The 2020 budget remains in effect until a new budget 

can be approved.   
 

The annual report will be completed and made available for all members in  

January.  If you have a report to submit, please have it to the office by January 

10, 2021.  Thank you for your understanding and support through these un-
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Sunday School News 
 

In December, our remote learning Sunday School included singing favorite 

Christmas songs requested by the students, hearing about the birth of Jesus, 

and assorted fun Christmas crafts and lessons.  Since Covid prevented us from 

having our Christmas program, we looked for alternate ways to celebrate.  The 

program is traditionally followed by fellowship hour where the congregation and 

students gather together to enjoy birthday cake celebrating Jesus’ birthday.  So 

instead, the committee stocked the December Sunday school bags with cake 

mixes and frosting.  Families could then make their own birthday cake  

celebrating Jesus’ birthday at home.  The picture below shows us singing 

Christmas songs in front of our Inn backdrop that’s been used in past programs.  

Baby Jesus is pictured front and center in his crib. 
 

Our remote Sunday School continues to go well.  The committee is recording 

videos that are sent to parents every other week along with live Zoom classes 

on alternate weeks.  We typically have 8 students join in the Zoom sessions 

along with the 4 committee members.  These Zoom sessions have been such a 

positive and joyful experience, where we get to catch up with one another and 

continue our remote Sunday School classes safely.  We have 15 students  

participating in Sunday School this year. 
 

In January, we’ll be studying the lessons of Jesus’ Compassion from the book of 

Matthew and The One Thing from Mark Chapter 10. 
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Youth 
 

CONFIRMATION - When we started Confirmation classes in September, we 

gave families the choice of in-person or online attendance with a Zoom meeting 

once a week.  Starting with the November 12 class, only the online class was 

offered and no Zoom meeting.  Families and one teacher were being  

quarantined for exposure (not at church) to Covid-19, so the students were not 

able to attend, and it was getting to dangerous to have in-person classes. 
 

Dick Pirwitz now creates a Confirmation video each week that students watch 

on YouTube.  We are still asking for students to watch the Sunday worship  

video and do sermon notes, plus volunteer three times before May 2021. 
 

The lack of personal contact with the students is really missed.  We miss the 

students’ energy and interacting with them, but they are still getting a strong  

education. 

  

Member “Thank you!” Notes 

Bethany Family, 

Thank you for all the ways you brought joy to George’s 

100th birthday celebration.  It was fantastic! --The Pierce 

family 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

 Thank you to the Stewardship for All Seasons Team.   

 Excellent work to maintain the church.  Bless you all.   

   --Jim and Kathy Wollmer 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you to the video devotion people.   

The video devotions during Advent were fantastic!   

Thank you to all who participated. --Mary Pirwitz 
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Introductions 
Bethany’s Secretary 

Welcome Bethany Member, Marie McDonough, 

as Bethany’s new Secretary.  Marie brings 24 

years of experience working in Administration, a 

love for Bethany and its members, and great  

ideas for helping Bethany’s office run smoothly.  

Marie started  on December 22.  We are excited 

to have her on board! 

 

And all of us at Bethany want to offer a huge 

“Thank you” to Wendy McGuire for the many 

hours of office support she provided through these 

months.  Thank you, Wendy!  

 

 

Interim Bishop 

Rev. Wm Chris Boerger will begin serving as  

Interim Bishop for the La Crosse Area Synod on 

January 1, 2021.  Bishop Boerger served as  

Secretary of the ELCA from 2013 until his  

retirement in 2019.  Prior to that, he was Bishop of 

the ELCA Northwest Washington Synod, based in  

Seattle.  Prior to being called as bishop, he 

served as pastor of two ELCA congregations 

in Washington and as lay mission developer- 

pastor at Lutheran Church of the San Juans, 

Friday Harbor, Washington.  He earned a  

master of divinity degree from Christ Seminary 

Seminex, St. Louis, MO and a bachelor of arts  

degree in communication arts from Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma, Wash.  

He brings a wealth of experience, ideas, energy, and good humor to his work. 

He will serve as Interim Bishop until the election of a new bishop at Synod  

Assembly in June.   
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Call Committee at Work 
 

The Call Committee has been meeting on a regular basis and is working  

diligently to complete the Ministry Site Profile.  This important step of the call 

process helps the bishop’s office to recruit strong pastors to interview for our 

congregation.  It provides a means for telling the congregations story accurately 

to prospective pastors and gives the call committee information to compose 

helpful interview questions.  Much of this information comes from the completed 

surveys that have been turned in.  Thank you to those of you that replied and 

give us constructive points of view.  Soon the Call Committee will give the  

Profile to the Church Council for review.  The Council officially approves the 

contents of the completed profile.  The Bishop may review our profile and make 

suggestions for improvement.  Following that step the call committee will use 

information from the Profile to help prepare “structured” interview questions.  

We will then wait to be provided candidates for interview. 
 

The Bethany Call Committee: 

Carol Purvis (chairperson), Tim Benson, Nikki Turner, RJ Rogers, Nelson 

Brandt, Roger Dutzle, Brad Ellerman   

“Our Psalm Guy” 

Richard Bruxvoort Colligan is a composer and  
musician, he serves across denominations inviting a 
perspective of lifelong spiritual formation to commu-
nity singing. He also loves dumb jokes and is always 
ready to hear one.  
  

Richard earned his M.A. in Theology and the Arts 
from United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities 
and his DMin through Eden Seminary in St. Louis. 

  

Since 2004, his central vocation has been immersion in the Psalms, studying, 
teaching, singing and creating new congregational songs for all 150. 
  

Faves: bosc pears, the Beatles, laughter, blue, Thursdays, naps, Star Wars. 
 He lives with his wife and son in Strawberry Point, Iowa. 
 

Bethany is blessed to have Richard leading the Psalm during worship each 

week.  You will also hear his music, preaching, and teaching from time-to-time! 
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We Are Never Alone 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  

Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
 

The room was spare and dimly lit. We sat on folding chairs in a circle—young 

Honduran women and some of us from the ELCA. We had come to Honduras to 

observe the work of AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, 

Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities). This is the ELCA’s strategy to 

help youth who have been forced to flee their home countries because of  

violence, abuse, extortion by gangs and extreme poverty. Amparo is the  

Spanish word for shelter or refuge.  
 

In this case, AMMPARO partnered with the Lutheran World Federation and the 

Mennonites to resettle returned migrants— those who had tried to seek asylum 

in the United States but had failed or had been denied and deported back to 

Honduras.  
 

One by one they told us their stories of fear and desperation. Not a one under-

took the long and dangerous trek north on a whim. They told us about the abuse 

they had suffered, about family members who had been killed by gangs, about 

the inability to make a living because of the extortion by organized crime. They 

talked about the bitter sadness of leaving home and family, and the uncertainty 

of the future.  
 

I remember one young woman in particular. She was pregnant when she tried to 

migrate to the United States. She had the baby somewhere along the way. She 

was far from home, mostly alone and desperately wanted her mother to be with 

her. None of this is what she had hoped for when she was growing up.  

Circumstances beyond her control had forced her into this new and strange  

existence. She and her baby were now back in Honduras—but not at home. 

Home was too dangerous.  
 

Remember last Christmas? Remember all of the preparations, the travel to be 

with family? Remember the holy beauty of the Christmas Eve liturgy and  

receiving Christ’s grace and forgiveness at his table? The shopping and  
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Christmas caroling? The in-person gatherings? All that has changed.  
 

The pandemic hasn’t forced us from our homes but into our homes, sheltering in 

place, isolated. Not together, but physically distanced. Not gathered with family 

and friends, but forced apart because of the threat of infection. Forced by  

circumstances beyond our control into this strange existence. Oh, there will be 

Christmas carols piped into grocery stores and other essential services, but they 

will be painful reminders of how life used to be.  
 

We are reminded of the experience of the exiles in Babylon: “By the rivers of 

Babylon—there we sat down and there we wept when we remembered Zion. On 

the willows there we hung up our harps. For there our captives asked us for 

songs, and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, ‘Sing us one of the songs of 

Zion!’ How could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land” (Psalm 137)?  
 

I told the young Honduran woman about another young woman who was forced 

to leave home because of a government decree. She, too, was pregnant and 

made a long and difficult journey. She, too, was far from home and without her 

mother when the baby came. She had to find shelter wherever she could. This 

wasn’t what she had hoped for when she was growing up. Circumstances  

beyond her control had forced her into this new existence.  
 

That young woman was Mary and the child was Jesus. Precisely in our distress, 

in our dislocation, the Lord shows up. Emmanuel—God with us—makes his 

home in the very places we find foreign or isolating. The young Honduran  

woman, and all of us, can find hope because of the birth of Mary’s child. There 

is no God-forsaken place and we are never alone— not in hospital rooms, or 

sheltering in place, or Zoom calls or on dangerous roads.  
 

Many of us will not be physically home for Christmas, but we are truly home in 

Christ.  
 

 

 
As printed in the December 2020 issue of  

Living Lutheran  
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Poinsettias 
 

Poinsettias are both gifts of beauty and symbols of Christ’s life among us.  

The white reminds us that Jesus is the purest gift of God’s love.   

The red is a somber reminder of the blood Christ freely shed for us.   

We thank all who memorialized or honored loved ones by sharing a poinsettia 

with Bethany this Christmas season. 

 

Given by:     In Memory of: 

The Colwell Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Onoka Pufahl 

Joanne Stark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  James and Daniel 

The Marose Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cullen Marose, Sr. 

Joe and Pam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carl and Mona 

Mike Sullivan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . My wife, June 

Bonnie Crandall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim and Andy Crandall 

Jacquie Puent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie 

Barb Hoile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Hoile 

Tim and Sheri Benson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stanley and Betty Haakenson 

Jim and Judy Droster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ed and Betty Rogers 

 

Given by:     In Honor of: 

Kathleen, Cullen and Bill Marose . . . . .  Our wonderful mother, Ruth Marose 

Kathleen Marose  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Bethany Council 
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In our prayers 
 

— Jimmy Hoilien, Bonnie Robinson, Phyllis Held, George Pierce,  

Meryle Henry, Tricia Demmin, Joe Griffin, The Dillin Family, Ken Plants,  

Bill Voltz, Ronald Miller, Tim Seebecker, Julie, Leona Clark, the Vanderhoof 

Family, Debbie Benson, Helen Kulas, Donna Voltz, Tammy Brown, and Phyllis 

Humbert. 
 

— The loved ones of Arlene Buros (Ann Olson’s sister-in-law). 

 

__ The loved ones of Sandy Wardwell. 

 

__ The loved ones of Rev. Herbert Lange, who served Bethany as Interim  

     Pastor in 1987. 
 

— Major Kyle Pokorney, Ben Murphy, Spence Dallman, Kevin Berg, Mitchell 

Brown, and all who serve their country. 

 

 

Midwinter Prayer 

Rachel More—Iona Community 
 

God of all creation 

of bare forest and low northern skies 

of paths unknown and never to be taken 

of bramble, sparrow, and damp, dark earth 

 

we thank you for loss, for the breaking of the dimming year 

we thank you for light, even in its seeming midwinter failing 

we thank you for life, for its hope and resistance 

like a seed dying an living. 

Bethany’s Prayer Chain Coordinator is Audrey Gierhart (847-4106).   
If you have an urgent prayer request, call her to share the request. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

   
 

  

3  Epiphany 
Online Worship 

 

Recorded  
Sunday School  

4   Bible & Coffee 
8:00 AM 

 

Education Cmte 
6:00 PM 

5 

 

6 

Online  
Confirmation 

7 

Faith Circle at 
Church, 7:00 PM

 

10 
Online Worship 

 

Zoom SS  
9:00 AM 

11 

Bible & Coffee 

8:00 AM 

 

12 

Property &  
Finance  
5:30 PM 

13 

Online  
Confirmation 

14  

Council Meeting 
6:30 PM

17 
Online Worship 

 

Recorded SS 

18 

Bible & Coffee 
8:00 AM 

19 

 
 

20  
 

Online 
Confirmation 

21 

 

24    
Online Worship 

 

Zoom SS 
9:00 AM 

25 

Bible & Coffee 
8:00 AM 

26 27 
 

Online  
Confirmation 

28 

31  

Online Worship 
Zoom  SS 9 AM 

    

Bethany Lutheran Church 
701 Grove Street Mauston, WI  53948 
Phone:  (608) 847-6690 
E-mail Office:  bethluth2@frontier.com  
Web address:   www.bethanymauston.com  

Online Worship Services are posted to Facebook, YouTube, and our website.  

You can find services at: http://www.facebook.com/Bethany.Lutheran.Mauston/ 

or www.bethanymauston.com 

Pastor Gloria will be out of the office from Monday, December 28 through Sunday, January 10. 

In case of emergency, contact Council President Kathy Marose at 608-343-4381. 
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 Bethany continues to worship online 
due to the Covid-19 health emergency. 
 

January 3—Epiphany 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Psalm 147:12-20 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

John 1:[1-9] 10-18 

Reader:  Mary Pirwitz 
 

January 10—Baptism of Our Lord 

Genesis 1:1-5 

Psalm  29 

Acts 19:1-7 

Mark 1:4-11 

Reader:  Dick Pirwitz 
 

January 17—2 Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

John 1:43-51 

Reader:  RJ Rogers 
 

January 24—3 Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Psalm 62:5-12 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 

Reader: Ed Rogers 
 

January 31—4 Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Psalm 111 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Mark 1:21-28 

Reader:  Jim Miller 
 

Interim Pastor Gloria Stubitsch 

E-mail Pastor:  gstubitsch@gmail.com  

Pastor’s Cell:   608-712-3510 

Office Hours: 10am—2pm Mon.—Thurs. 

  or by appointment 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1    Office Closed 

New Years Day 

2 

Faith Circle at 
Church, 7:00 PM 

 

8 

Office Closed 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

9  
 

 

Council Meeting 
6:30 PM 

15 
Office Closed 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
 

 

16 

 

22  

Office Closed 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
 

23  

Synod Hunger 

Workshop  

10-11:30 

22  

Office Closed 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

30 

 

  
Online Worship Services are posted to Facebook, YouTube, and our website.   

You can find services at: http://www.facebook.com/Bethany.Lutheran.Mauston/  

or www.bethanymauston.com  

Pastor Gloria will be out of the office from Monday, December 28 through Sunday, January 10.  

4381. 
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Dorothy Pierce  1/1  
Andrew Dillin   1/2 
Adam Heinrich  1/2 
Gene Ramer   1/3 
Nicole Turner  1/3 
Teri Webster   1/3 
Mildred Holmes  1/5 
Roiette Rogers  1/6 
Chelsee Seebecker  1/8 
Cora Dillin   1/10 
Elizabeth Colwell  1/11 
Darianne Thomas  1/12 
Kane Kennedy  1/14 
Sheri Benson  1/16 
Roger Dutzle   1/19 
Elaine Barton  1/20 
Arika Hutchinson  1/20 
Kara Kidd   1/21 
Jenna Maki   1/21 
Terry Broske   1/22 
Judy Droster   1/22 
Lauryn Jones  1/22 
Julianne Sanford  1/22 
William Potter  1/23 
Lynn Lyman   1/24 
Jordy Tabbert  1/24 
Kathy Wollmer  1/27 
Marina Bauer  1/28 
Marlene Shultis  1/28 
Cameron Goetz  1/29 
Carter Seebecker  1/30 
Allyson Arens  1/31 
 
 

Donald Miller  1/31 
Alaina Morris  1/31 
Chris Pufahl  1/31 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy January 
Anniversary to…. 
 

Steven & Laurel Miller 01/18 
Dawn & John Hess  01/21 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the office with any  

corrections. 

608-847-6690 

 
 

701 Grove Street Mauston, Wisconsin * 608-847-6690 * www.bethanymauston.com 

Happy January Birthday to…. 
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Food  Pantry News - January 2021 
 

I sit here today thinking about this article for the New Year, and I do not know  

where to begin.  It has truly been the longest and shortest year, at the same time, 

of the food pantry’s existence.  Every day has brought significant changes.  Adapt 

is the new word of the day.  Some people can pivot on a dime to do what is new.  

Others don’t have a dime to spare, and that was new for them.  It truly is all about 

“change.” 
 

Change for us meant many things.  The strangest for us was no children allowed in 

the pantry.  We really miss the kids.  Their smiles are a tonic for our hearts.  Safety 

continues to be so very important for staff, clients, and donors.  Masks, gloves, new 

soap dispensers, new hand washing procedures, and 6 feet everywhere were all 

implemented.  Singing happy birthday twice got old for me really fast.  I did some 

practicing, and Jesus Loves Me is 20 seconds long and made me feel better.  Not 

doing celebrations and food drives continues to be just odd.  Not being able to 

shake hands or give a hug when everyone is hurting still doesn’t seem right, even 

though it is extremely necessary.  “Change” was what was needed for donations 

because of quarantine.  We really needed to ask for money more than ever before 

because of restrictions on people coming and going and the quarantine of  

donations.  We really do enjoy seeing the food come in -- it is a much needed  

visual, but not as safe.  We also can buy more with that change, which continues to 

be really needed now. 
 

All of us at the Mauston Community Sharing Pantry wish to express our most  

humble appreciation to all of those who have stepped forward to assist us in  

feeding all those families in need.  We got new volunteers, many new clients, and 

many new donors.  Our community support is just plain awesome!  For us, all your 

prayers were extremely important.  Although we all long for the good things of the 

past, when change is needed, we can adapt for the safety and assistance of all.  

Thinking of others is why we are here!  As we look forward to a new year, many of 

these things will remain in place for a long time.  In February and March of 2021, 

we will have all the year-end stats available for you to enjoy.  For now, please know 

that you were there when we needed you most, and we will be forever grateful! 
 

Kathy Green, Director 

Community Sharing Pantry 
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We have been receiving a lot of questions in the office about how to set up 

online giving.  So, we thought we would share our step-by-step directions.  If 

you have already set up online giving, you do not have to do anything different.  

These directions are being shared for those who may want try online giving for 

the first time.  
 

Steps to Setup Your Online Giving  

1. Type this address in your web browser: https://tithe.ly/give?c=1063648,  

 OR go to the church website, www.bethanymauston.com, and click on 

 the “Make A Contribution” link in the upper right corner of the home page. 
  

2. Create Account – will require your email address, a password and a PIN – 

 Submit  
 

3. Check your email inbox for the verification email from Tithely to verify/confirm 

 your email address.  
 

4. Open to enter preferred payment source (bank or credit card).  

 NOTE: Tithe.ly accepts VISA, MasterCard, DISCOVER 2.9% transaction 

 fee plus $.30 per transaction (Bank acct. is a slightly lesser fee)  
 

5. Click the checkbox to include covering these fees in your donation, if you so 

 choose. (It is a little hard to see unless you are looking for it.) 
 

6. Find church – key in Bethany Luth and select the MAUSTON church  
 

7. Enter all fields – Identify which fund you’d like to have this contribution  

 applied to. If you’d like to setup a recurring donation, select the  

 appropriate frequency. Be sure to provide your address, phone, member 

 ID (offering envelope number) and any specific notes.   

 Be sure to use your 2021 Envelope Number, as many numbers 

 changed this year. 
 

8. Click the GIVE button!  

 

Thank you for giving!   
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The Star of Christmas 
 

The Star of Christmas 
hung in the sky and held there by the creative will of God 

bathed in starlight and surrounded by comets and planets and angels 
pointing the way to a baby who would be king 

those who understand, give… 
homage and gifts 

 

The Star of Christmas 
hung on the top bough and held there by a swirling coil of glittering gold 

bathed in twinkling lights and surrounded by tinsel and ornaments 
bringing joy and cheer to the season 

those who understand, give… 
gifts and love 

 

The Star of Christmas 
hung on a tree and held there by nails and thorns 

bathed in blood mixed with the spittle of Roman soldiers and 
surrounded by a jeering crowd 

dying to pay the consequence of your sins and mine 
those who understand, receive… 

forgiveness and life  
 

The Star of Christmas 
Hung in our hearts and held there by a promise given in Water and Word 

bathed sometimes in doubt, sometimes in faith, and 
surrounded by frail flesh through which it touches our neighbor 

spreading light in a dark world 
those who understand, share… 

the Star of Christmas 
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities! 
 

- Synod School of Theology Winter 2021 Zoom Session “The Prophets” 

Instructor is Rev. Dennis Hallemeier.  Cost is $20.  Thursday evenings from 

January 14th through February 18th.   

Call the synod office to register: 608-788-5000 
 

- WELCA “Dear Friend in Christ” 

This letter-writing project has proven so popular it is being extended until March 

2021!  Visit https://www.womenoftheelca.org/special-initiatives/dear-friend-christ  

for details.  The office can print information for you if you do not have online  

access.  Just call! 
 

- “Let’s Talk SOGIE” Online Training 

Reconciling Works—Lutherans for full Participation is hosting an online training 

specifically for churches and/or individuals in the La Crosse Area Synod. 

This is Part One of training helps churches and their members understand the 

issues LGBTIA+ Christians face in relating to the church, especially where those 

issues become a roadblock to full participation in Christ’s church.  This training 

can stand on its own or be taken as a precursor to the “Building an Inclusive 

Church” Training.  Thursday, January 7, 5:30-7:00. Cost is $35.   

Contact Pastor Gloria for registration information. 

(SOGIE = Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and Expression) 
 

- “Building an Inclusive Church” Online Training 

Part Two helps churches and members create dialogue, deepen relationships 

throughout your faith community, and intentionally welcome people of all sexual 

orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.  

Saturday, January 9, 11am—4:30 pm.  
 

- Hunger Leaders Online Workshop 

Saturday, January 23, 10 am—11:30 am via Zoom.   

Register with the Synod office at office@lacrosseareasynod.org 

 

701 Grove Street Mauston, Wisconsin * 608-847-6690 * www.bethanymauston.com 
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December Council Updates 
 
Treasurer’s report 
For the month of November the operating expenses were $10,181.73, and  
offerings were $11,778.00 (a surplus of $1,596.27).  The following payments 
were authorized for December:  $4,850.00 to line of credit parking lot, $1,000.00 
to line of credit for professional services, and $1000.00 to line of credit for  
repairs and upgrades.  Benevolence gifts approved by Council: $400 to the food 
pantry, $1,000 to the La Crosse Area Synod, and $250 to Lutheran Social  
Services. 
 

New Business 
Budget 
Council reviewed proposed 2021 budget recommendations from Finance and 
Property Committee.  Council recommends increase to Pastor’s salary  
matching La Crosse Area Synod Compensation Guidelines.  Council will review 
and vote to approve budget at January meeting. 
 

Thank You 
Thank you to Gray Electric for donating the cost to repair the cross in the sanc-
tuary and the installation of additional outlets in the office, Mike Borreson for  
sharing his expertise in selecting, staining, and installing the office cabinets, 
Bank of Mauston for assistance with Payroll Protection Program application and 
loan forgiveness process, and the Dutzles and Gierharts for the Christmas 
trees. 
 

Annual Meeting 
Pastor explained options for Annual Meeting which would qualify as a legal 
meeting by constitution and state guidelines.  After reviewing and discussing all 
options, Council unanimously passed a continuing resolution to postpone the 
2020 Annual Meeting  to April 25 due to the on-going coronavirus pandemic 
health emergency, as it is unsafe to hold an in-person meeting at this time and 
Council believes other options would disenfranchise too many of our members.  
Council to decide if a meeting can be held safely at that time or if a further post-
ponement will be needed.  Pastor explained what this delay means for elected 
offices and budget.  (There is a separate article in this newsletter with those  
details.) 
 

 

701 Grove Street Mauston, Wisconsin * 608-847-6690 * www.bethanymauston.com 
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General Fund 
November 

2020 

Actual 

2020 YTD 

Actual 

November 

2020 

Budget 

2020 YTD 

Budget 

Total Receipts $11,777.84 $130,478.30 $20,000.00 $177,000.00 

Total Disbursements $10,181.73 $166,320.93 $16,317.16 $178,068.88 

Giving Cash/Check Online Total 

Nov. 16, 2020 $9,540.00 $1,416.81 $10,956.81 

Nov. 30, 2020 $4,516.50 $5,015.00 $9,531.50 

701 Grove Street Mauston, Wisconsin * 608-847-6690 * www.bethanymauston.com 

BLC Line of Credit Balance as of 11/30/20 

Parking Lot:    $28,872.16 

Professional Services: $29,738.00 

Repairs and Updates:            $14,573.00 

Total:    $73,183.16 

Executive Committee 
Discussed job description for Church Secretary/Administrative Assistant.   
Reviewed 2021 proposed budget. All staff reviews have been completed. 
 
Faith Development Committee 
Sunday School 
Education Committee has continued to meet several times a month to plan for 

Zoom and video recorded Sunday School.  There will be no Sunday School on 

12/20 and 12/27.  Sunday School will resume on 01/03 with a recorded video.  
 

Confirmation 

Continuing recorded video classes indefinitely. 
 

*2020 YTD receipts includes $18,423.15 Payroll Protection Program Grant 
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Finance and Properties Committee 

Finance 

Reviewed monthly financial reports.  Received notification from Bank of 

Mauston that Payroll Protection Plan loans totaling $18,423.15 have been  

forgiven in full.  Prepared the 2021 budget for presentation to Council. 
 

Properties 

Reviewed bids for water mitigation landscaping for the back of the church.   

Contacted Gray Electric to repair dusk to dawn light on front canopy, repair 

sanctuary cross lighting, and install outlets in the office.  Gray’s has graciously 

donated their services. 

 

Hospitality Committee 

Met via telephone to discuss hospitality projects.  Assisted Stewardship for All 

Seasons Committee in preparing and serving the free community drive through 

Spaghetti Supper and deliveries on November 22.  Made arrangements for  

outdoor Christmas decorating at church.  Continue to discuss potential  

members to fill open committee position. 

 

Offering Envelopes and Contact Information Updates 
 

Thank you to everyone who provided Bethany with information updates to help 

keep us connected!  Please remember to contact Bethany with any changes in 

contact or address information.  We are charged $1.00 by the Post Office 

for any returned bulk mail.  Over the course of a year, that really adds up! 
 

2021 Offering envelopes are available to be picked up at the church.  If you  

prefer to have someone drop them off, contact the office to make arrangements. 
 

The preference survey indicated that many members they would prefer using 

monthly envelopes.  We will explore that option for next year!  
 

Thank you for your faithful support of Bethany’s ministry through these  

uncertain and trying times!   
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Return service requested 

 

 

 

 

Bethany Lutheran Church  
701 Grove Street  
Mauston, WI  53948  

 
 

We at Bethany Lutheran  
Church, Mauston, seek to  

build unity by  
instilling hope through: 

 
ENGAGING 

all generations in the  
practices and teaching  

of Jesus, 
 

WELCOMING 
each other, 

 
REACHING OUT 

to our greater community. 
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